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1.  Fernie Heritage Cemetery Restoration Society Constitution.

The general purpose of the society is as follows.

� To involve community members and organizations in a multi-phase, muli-year 
project to restore the Fernie Heritage Cemetery at St. Margaret's Cemetery in Fernie, BC.

The specific purposes of the society are as follows:

� To clean, straighten and repair the existing 1800 plus monuments and headstones.

� To identify and to verify all internee records in marked and unmarked graves.

� To establish an updated, interactive website with pictures and information on the 
internees.

� To provide visitors and family online maps for easy location of internee gravesites 
with or without markers. Website: http://www.fernieheritagecemetery.com/

� To place markers on the 1875 plus unmarked graves sites with proper identification.

� To assist in keeping the Fernie Heritage Cemetery as a well maintained historical site 
for visitors and families. 

� To establish a tour schedule to provide visitors and families a historical  overview of 
past pioneers of the community and related vital events i.e. (Mine disasters, WWI, WWII, 
Spanish flue, etc).

�  For other information and updates not in this report please refer to our website 
http://www.fernieheritagecemetery.com/
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2.  Vision Statement

The restoration of the Fernie Heritage Cemetery, including the Legion Cemetery, is necessary 
because it is a tangible link to Fernie's past mining history and culture. 

Fernie was founded as a coal mining town in the early 1900's.  Today, the coal industry 
provides for the majority of high paying jobs and over $2,800,000 in a tax sharing grant to the 
City of Fernie.The recent development of Fernie as a resort community, however, has taken 
center stage and, to some degree, has disenfranchised and devalued the contribution of the 
workers in the resource indurstires associated with mining and lumbering.

The Society's  vision embraces the continued restoration of the Fernie Heritage Cemetery as a 
local historical site that provides tourists and resort visitors with information on the Soceity's 
interactive website and its guided and unguided tours in addition to information at City Hall, 
the Fernie Museum and Chamber of Commerce.  The integration of these resources enhance 
Fernie's resource history and culture with the new development of a resort community.

The Society's vision incorporates an ugency to continue to obtain accurate data in order to 
avoid further loss of data, history, and lack of recognition to Fernie's culture.
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3. Progress Reports 

The progress reports shows the process and contuation of work as documented on the Fernie Heritage Cemetery 
Restoration project from 2009 to 2012.  These report reflect the Societies effort to meet annual goal despite limite 
funding.

3.1 FHCR Society Project plan/progress report 2012.

� The reformating and sorting of  data records in Sections A, B, C, D for the website in PDF 
format with Lastname, Firstname for people to have easy access to search for internees. 

� The data verification  for 810 internees in Section B has been completed and the Society is 
anticipating that the funding would be available in 2012 to enter this data onto  the website 
and compelte mapping of Section A & B.

� Completion of cleaning and repairing of 95% of the headstones in Section B.
� Completion of cleaning of concrete base of headstone and monuments in Section A , B and 

D.
� The Society may complete the data research to verify internee data and gravesite locations in 

Section C.
� In late 2012 to 2013 the Society is  hoping to have funding to complete the website data 

entry and mapping for Section B and the data verification for Sections C & D.
� Plan to add a Hosmer Cemetery section to the website.
� Photographs were taken of the burial trenches of the 1902 mine disaster internees as well as 

the two monuments.  Photos were taken of gravesite markes in Section A of some of the 
1917 mine disaster internees.

� This summer, the Society offered tours of the Fernie Heritage Cemetery for visitors to 
Fernie.

The Society acknowledges the following people who have made and are continuing to make 
significant contributions toward the restoration of the Heritage Cemetery.

� Jo Micosko for making 32 row markers in Section C and 42 row markers in Section D.
� Patrick Burke of Canscan Imaging for mapping and data entering information on all 

internees on the Society's website.  For website information, contact Patrick Burke (e-mail: 
pburke@canscanimaging.com or phone: (250) 423-3091

� Len Kosiec of Infocannect for research on the internee data in Sections C & D and walking 
the cemetery numerous times to verify headstone location and data.

� John Gawryluk of Cherished Memories Funeral Services for support and guidance.
� Bill Fleming, B.Ed. for help in restoration and cleanup.
� Rick Yerburgh, B.A. for Secretary-Treasurer from 2008 to 2012 and work and volunteer 

hours.
� Crews of the City of Fernie for clean up and landscaping.
� The City of Fernie Council for its help and discretionary grants.
� The Columbia Basis Trust for the Community Initiave Grant and the Columbia Kootenay 

Cultural Alliance grant that are mainstays in our annual funding.
� Teck Corp. Ltd. for their contribution to the FHCRS project in 2011.
� The general public for donations during our fundraisers.

For further information about the Heritage Cemetery Restoration Society or project, you may contact 
Len  Kosiec, PH.D., President at lkosiec@telus.net or (250) 423-6091 
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3.2 FHCR Society Project plan/progress report 2011.

� The Restoration Society is planning more work for 2011.  The first priority is to complete the 
data entry, mapping and picture input of internees in Section A and the military section of the 
Heritage Cemetery.  The Department of Veteran Affairs (DVA) through the Last Post Fund 
has supplied four more headstones for World War I veterans and one for a World  War II 
veteran.  

� The second prority is the cleaning, straightening and repairing of 310 monuments and 
headstones.  This includes glueing together more than 50 crosses in Seciton B that were 
broken when the monuments fell over. 

� Over 50 truck loads of branches and debris of were removed from the Heritage Cemetery 
from Sections A & B to provide more visibility and easy access to visitors.

� The data verification and entry for 810 internees in Section B was not completed due to lack 
of funding.

� This past year, the Society has received nominal grant money but got funds from selling 
Rotary Bingo tickets and the Canada Day Beer Garden in 2010.  For a 2011 fund raiser, the 
Society will have a Canada Day Beer Garden.  The Society invites individual and/or 
business donators to help achieve the restoration project.  A donor may submit a donation 

on-line at www.fernieheritagecemetery.com  or by mail Fernie Heritage Cembery 
Restoration Society, P.O. Box 1275, Fernie, BC, V0B 1M0

The Society acknowledges the following people who have made and are continuing to make 
significant contributions toward the restoration of the Heritage Cemetery.

� Jo Micosko for making ten row markers that are placed in Section A and now is working on 
thirty row markers for Section B.

� Patrick Burke of Canscan Imaging for mapping and data entering information on all 
internees on the Society's website.  For website information, contact Patrick Burke (e-mail: 
pburke@canscanimaging.com or phone: (250) 423-3091

� Len Kosiec of Infocannect for research on the internee data in Sections A & B and walking 
the cemetery numerous times to verify headstone location and data. 

� Merry Star Lento for contacting known relatives of internees and fund raising.   Interested 
persons may contact Merry Star Lento at (250) 423-3308

� John Gawryluk of Cherished Memories Funeral Services for support and guidence.
� Bill Fleming for help in restoration and cleanup.
� Crews of the City of Fernie for clean up and landscaping.
� The City of Fernie Council for its help and discretionary grants.
� The Columbia Basis Trust for the Community Initiave Grant and the Columbia Kootenay 

Cultural Alliance grant that are mainstays in our annual funding.
�  Fernie Alpine Resort Summit Fund and East Kootenay Community Credit Union for grants.
� The general public for donations during our fundraisers.

For further information about the Heritage Cemetery Restoration Society or project, you may contact 
Len  Kosiec, PH.D., President at lkosiec@telus.net or (250) 423-6091 
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3.3 FHCR Society Project plan/progress report 2010.

� Fernie Heritage Cemetery - St. Margaret's Cemetery. FHCS AGM - Progress reports were 
presented and a financial report for 2010 website development cost estimates and cemetery 
work cost estimates were presented. Although FHCS did not receive as much funding as 
previous years, work continues with a hope that the community will get involved and 
donations will help the project continue. 

� The Fernie Heritage Cemetery Website is up and running. Searches can be done. Not all 
sections of the Heritage Cemetery database has been updated.  The Society is hoping to 
complete Section A and the Legion Cemetery by October 2010.

� Sept 2010: Newly added Morrissey Cemetery Section.
� Sept 2010: Newly added Donate by VISA/MC/AMEX, so people can add their support to the 

project.
� August 2010: Initial cleaning and repairing of headstones by FHCS was completed. FHCS 

was also involved in the cleanup and restoration of the grave-sites of WW1 veterans in the 
Legion portion of the FHC.

� July 2010: Jerry Gregr helped explain the abbreviations of the personal military data of war 
veterans. This allows us to correct many records in the Legion part of the Cemetery.

� June 2010: The FHCS continues working with the Last Post Fund to obtain military markers 
from the DVA (Department Veteran Affairs) for WW1, WW2 and other veterans.

� March 2010: The Fernie Heritage Cemetery Restoration Society would like to announce that 
we now have 29 applications for markers for veterans is being considered for DVA 
(Department Veteran Affairs) military markers. This is 29 of the 75 that the DVA is currently 
considering all across Canada or 38% off all applications being currently considered.

� All data information is being checked against BC Archives Death Registrations. The data on 
file in the Archives will be deemed correct if located. Viewers should realize the data on this 
site sometimes contains the Date of Death or Date of Internment which are most likely not 
the same. Viewers should also note that if internees have death registrations outside of BC, 
BC Archives does not have a record.

� A meeting of the Society is being planned. A date has not been set as yet.
� Membership fees and membership cards formats are being investigated. 
� At present our funds for continuing the project are quite limited and the Society needs your 

contributions no matter how small.
� The Society would like to thank the Fernie Free Press for providing the public with 

information updates on the restoration project in the newspaper.
� The Society has had numerous inquiries and congratulatory emails from people thanking the 

society for helping them find information on their family residing in the Fernie Heritage 
Cemetery. 

� Fund raiser such as the Rotary bingos and dinners will be organized.
� The Society would like to thank Len Kosiec for his research to identify, verify and locate the 

gravesites of the 1902 and 1917 mine disasters. In the mine disasters in 1902, 140 miners 
died and in 1917, 34 miners perished.  Many of these individuals do not have any markers to 
date, only 2 markers exists for the 1902 mine disaster victums and 15 for the 1917 mine 
disaster internees.
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3.4 FHCR Society Project progress report 2008 – 2009.

� The Society has had numerous inquiries and congratulatory emails from people thanking the 
society for helping them find information on their family internees residing in the Fernie 
Heritage Cemetery. 

� Fund raisers such as the Rotary bingos and dinners will be organized.
� Two Rotary bingos are scheduled for 2009 and 2010 for fundraisers.
� The Last Post Fund  has approved 16 headstones to replace the substandard headstones in the 

Legion Cemetery.  The Department of Veteran Affairs will engrave, provide and install these 
headstones at their cost. In mid-October/2009 16 head stones were laid to replace 
substandard stones. Special thanks to John Garwyluk of Cherished Memories who laid the 
16 head stones and straightened out a large number of existing headstones in the Legion 
Cemetery in 2009.

� Additional evidence has been sent to the Last Post to help qualify World War I veterans for 
proper D.V.A. standard headstones.

� The Fernie Garden Center has sketched plans for monument access and given an estimate in 
2009.  

� Plans to construct a walkway and steps up to the legion monument have been put on hold. 
� A letter has been submitted to the Fernie Free Press to inform the public of the activities of 

the Fernie Heritage Cemetery Society's activities in 2009.
� An interview with a Fernie Free Press reporter is being considered in order to have a major 

news item developed and printed in 2009. 
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Appendix A – Fernie Heritage Cemetery Restoration Society
1. Annual Budget 2011 – 2012.
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Appendix A – Fernie Heritage Cemetery Restoration Society
2. 2011 Contributions.

9

(Teck 2011 Contribution)



Fernie Heritage Cemetery Restoration Society
Project Overview October 2012

Appendix B – Coal Creek Mine Explosion – May 22, 1902.

Miners not on Miner Walk Bricks – 1902 Coal Creek Mine Explosion

1 T. Cavatarizo Miner

2 James Dickson Miner

3 John Havan – BCReg. 167492 Age 53 Miner

4 James McIntrye Sr. Miner

5 William Morris Miner

6 Joseph Petras – BCReg. 168908 Miner

7 Salvatore Saltone Miner

8 R. Strangino Miner

9 Joseph Walsh Miner

10 W. Marchart Miner

11 John Krovel Miner

12 Joseph Krovel Miner

13 John Kovah Miner
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Appendix B – Coal Creek Mine Explosion – May 22, 1902.

Picture of trenches of unmarked graves of miners in 1902 mine disaster.
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Appendix B – Coal Creek Mine Explosion – May 22, 1902.

Picture of trenches of unmarked graves of miners in 1902 mine disaster. 
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Appendix B – Coal Creek Mine Explosion – May 22, 1902.
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Appendix C – Coal Creek Mine Explosion – April 5,1917.
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Appendix D – The Free Press – Thursday August 20,2009
1875 unmarked graves identified.
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Appendix E – FHCR Society Interactive Website
http://www.fernieheritagecemetery.com/
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Appendix F – FHCR Society Mapping the Cemetery 
1. Section A to D Layout.
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Appendix F – FHCR Society Mapping the Cemetery 
2. Section A Map.
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Appendix F – FHCR Society Mapping the Cemetery 
3. Section D Map (military section only). 
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Appendix F – FHCR Society Mapping the Cemetery 
4. Section A - D Map Showing scope of project. 
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Appendix G – Missing Cemetery Personal Markers.
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Appendix H – Cemetery Project identifies Vets
who qualify for D.V.A. Stones.
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Appendix I – FHCR Society cleaning and restoration.
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Appendix J – FHCR Society addition project
Steps to the Military Monument.
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In Memory of Len Kosiec  Born: November 7,1943  Died: December 8,2012
Len worked tirelessly on the Cemetery project 2006 to 2012 and was

president of the Fernie Heritage Cemetery Restoration Society

The reason there is approx. 2700 unmarked graves in Fernie Cemetery is they were originally marked with wooden crosses and because many
families were poor and did not have the funds to install a stone monument.

Our goal is to place stones on the
2700 unmarked graves as we believe this is a debt owed to these people from their community.

http://www.fernieheritagecemetery.com/

The Society's vision incorporates an ugency to continue to obtain
accurate data in order to avoid further loss of data, history, and lack of recognition to Fernie's culture.


